68 DECLINE OF LIBERTY IN ENGLAND

to the ascertained rate of mortality among such
children up to three or four years of age; and it is
significant that children who die of being exposed,
as in ancient Athens and modern China, die not
from exposure but from fright. On the other hand
it is equally clear to most students of the subject
that the abolition of the institution of marriage
would make very little difference to the relations of
men and women taken by themselves. Professor
Woods Hutchinson remarked in The Contemporary
Review of September 1905 that " if by a single
stroke all marriage ties now in existence were struck
off or declared illegal eight-tenths of all couples
would be remarried within forty-eight hours, and
seven-tenths could not be kept asunder with
bayonets.55 Commenting on this, Mr Havelock
Ellis writes :

46 In 1909 in an English village in Buckingham-
shire it was found that the Parish Church had never
been licensed for marriages, and that in consequence
all people who had gone through the ceremony of
marriage in that church during the previous half-
century ]iad never been legally married. Yet, so
far as could be ascertained, not a single couple thus
released from the legal compulsion of marriage took
advantage of the freedom bestowed.551

It is clear, however, from the point of view of the
children and of any system of inheritance that the
State must recognise some system of marriage, and
so long as some form of concubinage is also recog-
nised it seems essential that the form of marriage
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